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Copi Minerals Sands Project (EPBC 2024/09955) 
 
Please accept my submission on the Preliminary Documentation (PD) for RZ Resources Ltd.’s 
(RZ) proposal to construct, operate and rehabilitate a mineral sands mine and associated 
infrastructure to extract critical minerals approximately 75 km northwest of Wentworth, NSW, 
and to undertake intersection upgrades required for materials transport in Broken Hill, NSW. 
 
My comments relate to the PD and Biodiversity Development Assessment Report (BDAR), 
dated March and April 2026, published on RZ’s website. I have had regard for the requirements 
of the EPBC Act Environmental Offsets Policy 2012 (the Policy) and the How to use the Offset 
Assessment Guide (the Guide). 
 
As I review environmental impact assessment and management documents, I am mindful 
the documents are designed to secure project approval that minimises compliance cost and 
regulatory risk to RZ. It is for the regulator to ensure evidence-based, precautionary and 
enforceable decisions are made on irreversible impacts to ecosystems and species at risk of 
extinction. I note the Policy and Guide impose an obligation on the regulator to decide on 
offsets that are, amongst other requirements, informed by scientifically robust information 
and incorporate the precautionary principle in the absence of scientific certainty.  
 
I understand the proposed action will have the following residual significant impacts: 

- Mallee Bird Community  – 16.72 ha loss of potential breeding and foraging habitat; 
- Pink Cockatoo - 2,746.57 ha loss of foraging habitat; 
- Hooded Robin  - 686.62 ha loss of breeding and foraging habitat; 
- Corben’s Large-eared Bat - 662.03 ha loss of breeding and foraging habitat; and 
- Southern Whiteface - 2,845.65 ha loss of breeding and foraging habitat. 

 
The above impacts are detailed in Table 32 of the PD according to the plant community types 
(PCT) that comprise the impacted habitat and ecological community. I understand RZ proposes 
to establish one or more stewardship sites within or surrounding the mine site to provide the 
BAM-C Credits summarised in Table 33. 
 
Offset requirements are not addressed 
RZ has not responded to the Department’s request for information (RFI), reproduced at Section 
2.5 of the PD, in particular, to meet the Policy requirements in Section 4.2.3 of the RFI. Contrary 
to statements in Table 1 of the PD, Sections 7.1 to 7.3 of the PD do not ‘respond’ to how the 
offset proposal will: 
 

- meet the principles specified in the EPBC Act Environmental Offsets Policy. For this 
purpose, RZ lists the principles in Section 4.2 of the PD, states the ‘PD has carefully 
considered the ten offset policy principles when addressing the project offsets’, to then 
provide no evidence the Policy principles have been considered; 






